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The Speech made by his Excellency the Marquis de Fenelon, 
Ambaſſador from the King of France to the Lords States- 
General. | 


High and Mighty Lords, 


I is by the Orders of the King, my Maſter, that I return to your 
1 High Mightineſſes, to declare in his Name, that whatſoever Part 


his Majeſty may be obliged to take, he preſerves, and will pre- 
ſerve to the laſt Moment, thoſe Principles that have excited fo 
many Marks of Affection, as on proper Occaſions he has been ever 
ready to give to your Republick. Your High Mightinefles may well 
recollect, that when the King was pleaſed to ſend me hither, it was 
about nineteen Years ago, at a Time when the Court of Vienna had 
form'd a Scheme of eſtabliſhing an Eaft India Company at Offend, 
the Commerce of which mult neceſſarily have deſtroy'd that of your 
Subjects. This Court, making light of the Faith of Treaties, and 
forgetting even the recent Obligations which ſhe owed you, acted to- 
wards you upon her invariable Maxim of making every thing give 
way to her private Intereſt, and of thinking that when one has ſacri- 
ficed one's-ſelf for her, one is ſufficiently, rewarded by the Merit ac- 
cruing from the Pains taken to aggrandize her. Puffed up with that 
mighty Power, to which ſhe had been raiſed by your Efforts during a 
long twelve Years War, ſhe took the Advantages of your Forces be- 
ing weakened, the fatal Fruit of all you had been doing in her Fa- 
vour | to trample under her Feet thoſe Stipulations under which 
you had pur the Low Countries into her Hands, by forming in your 
Neighbourhood a Commerce to the Indies, which muſt have extin- 
guiſhed yours, and affording no other Anſwer to your Complaints 
and Remonſtrances, than haughty Airs and unjuſt Refuſals. In vain 
did Great-Britain, animated by the ſame Intereſt in Commerce with 
your High Mightineſſes, joyn her Inſtances to yours; her Aſſiſtance 
prov'd uſeleſs to you, and the Court of Vienna ſhewed, at the utmoſt, 
a Degree of abſolute Indifference to you, to the very Moment when 
ſhe ſaw France take your Cauſe in Hand. I was directed by the King 
my Maſter, to offer you his kind Aſſiſtance ; theſe were the firſt 
Functions of my Miniſtry on my reſiding amongſt you; and the illuſ- 
trious Members of the Republick, before whom I have the Honour 
to ſpeak, know very well that the Intervention of France, was the 
Principle and Source of all that was afterwards yielded to you. 

The Eagerneſs of your High Mightineſſes, however juſt in itſelf, 
for the entire Abolition of a Commerce, which had been ſettled at 
the Expence of your Subjects, furniſhed a Handle to thoſe v 
Ht cou 
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could not bear to ſee you place your principal Confidence in the Sup- 
port you received from the King my Maſter. You were by this Means, 
drawn into Engagements, which the Aſſiſtance of his Majeſty would 
otherwiſe have ſpared you, it was with regret, indeed, that he ſaw 
you contract them, but it was, however, without altering thoſe 
Sentiments of Regard that he had always had for you. He relied on 
this, that the moſt provident of your wiſe Stateſmen would ſoon 
diſcover all the Conſequences that might teſult from ſuch Engage- 
ments, and the Neceſſity there was of remaining firmly united againſt 
that Abuſe, which they would have had you commit, to the Prejudice 

of that Friendſhip you owed to the molt ancient of all your Allies. 
The Court of Vienna did not fall at all below herſelf in the Ex- 
ecution of that Treaty which was then made; but ſupported that 
Spirit of Haughtineſs and Injuſtice, which had hitherto appear'd in 
her whole Conduct towards you. She ſhew'd herſelf. equally rardy 
and inſincere in the Accompliſhment of all ſhe had ſtipulated in your 
Favour. How flow, in effect, was ſhe in extirpating the principal 
of that Commerce of which ſhe had promiſed you the Abolition, 
in obliging you to purchaſe it at ſo high a Price? and how. often 
have you complain'd, and always to no manner of Purpoſe, of the 
Inexecution of the Promiſes which were made to your Republick, on 
a Point of no leſs Conſequence to you; Promiſes that are not only, 
hitherto unexecuted, but which ic is no longer in the Power of the 
Court of Vienna, even if ſhe was now willing, to fulfil ? It is never- 
theleſs upon this very Treaty, ſo far from being religiouſly abſerved 
with reſpect to you and your Concerns, that the Court of Vienna 
forms her Hopes, that you ſhould precipicate yourſelves into all the 
Meaſures that are neceſſary for the Accompliſhment of her Views., 
That War, which the Violence ſhe committed againſt Poland render d 
neceſſary, had never been kindled, if the Court of Vienna had not 
been led away by the Illuſion of believing that ſhe might dare all 
things, and undertake all things ; and that you could never diſpenſe 
with the Profuſion of the Blood of your People, and the exhauſting 
their Treaſures, to ſupport and ſecond all the Projects which her In- 
juſtice and her Ambition could ſuggeſt. - 
| High and Mighty Lords, you had then a very ſenſible Proof of the 
Concern the King my Maſter had for your Republick. The Court of 
Vienna, by almoſt totally abandoning the Low Countries, contrary both 
to the Letter and Spirit of the Treaties between you and her, had no- 
thing elſe in view than to engage his Majeſty to have attack d them, 
in order to have drawn you into 'the War, and afterwards to have 
thrown wholly upon you the Hazard and Expence neceſſary for their 
Preſervation; but his Majeſty, whoſe Conduct was entirely guided by 
the Deſire he had of giving you Proofs. of his:Regard for you, choſe 
rather to carry his Arms into Countries far from his Frontiers, not- 
T wWichſtanding 


. 


withſtanding the Inconveniencies and imm 


Inconvenie enſe Expence, inſeparable - 
from a War carried @n at ſuch a Diſtance, and = can never cer- 
tainly efface from your Memory, the Facility with which he liſten d 
to your Requeſt, for ſecuring the Neutrality of che Lom Countries. 
The Moderation of the King, to which I had then the Satisfaction 
of ſeeing you render all the Juſtice due to it, fer Bounds to the Sue- 
ceſs of his Army, and reſtored Quiet to all Europe: You know well, 
High and Mighty Lords, that bis Majeſty deſired, that you ſhould he 
the Peace- makers, and that he omitted nothing that was in his Power, 
to enable your Republick to obtain the utmoſt Fruit of that wile Con- 
duct, 1 which you maintain'd a Neutrality in che midſt of the Pow] - 
ers at War. E od j 7 Meg 
| The War being again kindled after the Death of the Emperor, che 
King my Maſter preſerved {till the fame Sentiments of Regard to- 
wards the Republick, and if the Tranquillity of the Low Countries, 
has not been as thoroughly provided for as it was in the Year, 1733, 
it was not owing to any Fault of his Majeſty, who gave you repeated 
Inſtances of his Diſpoſition, to act in the ſame Manner as before, and 
to continue laying dawn as the Baſis of all her Plans, the reſervation 
of the Repoſe of choſe Provinces ſo near to your Frontiers: Meflieurs 
the Deputies who compoſe your Aſſembly know all, that the King 
directed me to endeavour with you in making your principal Minil- 
ters the Depoſitatries of his moſt ſecret Thoughts, with Reſpect o WS, 
the Re · eſtabliſhment of the Tranquillity of Eurepe in general, and 
the Security in particular of your ⏑ wm. of 
His Majeſty in 3 he gave to his Allies, had no more in 
View, than to prevent their ,being leſs favourably; treated than thoſe 
Princes have been, to whom the Queen of Hungary, directed by the 
Councils of the Britiſb Court, thopght herſelf obliged to make very . 
important Ceſſions, in which. that Princeſs found nothing incompati- 
ble with her Right of ſueceeding ſolely to che Dominions of the late » 
Emperor, and with the Indix iſibilky of the Pragmatic Sanction. In 
Effect the Court of Vienna had authoriſed the King my Maſter, to 
believe, chat che Negociation jato which ſhe did not refuſe t enter 
with his Majeſty after ghe ſigning che Treaty of Jienna in 1738, far 
examining the Foundation of the Pretenſions, and anterior Rights, 
acquired by the Houſe of Bavaria, was a ſerious Negotiation, finge 
it was purſued on one Side, as well as the other, to the Time of the 


Demiſe of the late Emperor; dea be, char all Things had been 
amicably adjuſted, if that Prince had li 


| | lived. a little longer; but wich 
his Death. all Hopes of that Sort vaniſhed. 


If his Majeſty, in coming to the Aſſiſtance of his Allies, bad been 
capable of ſuffering himſelf to bo ſeduced by che Ambition of aug- 
menting his Domigions, the Queen of Hungary ↄffer d him Means as 
little compatible with the Extent = would now give to the Preroga- 
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tives of her Pragmatic, as with the Profeſſion ſhe made to you on 
the Subject of the Low Countries; but his Majeſty deſired nothing 
more than to procure Satisfaction for his Allies, by a juſt and 
equitable Accommodation. He made no Manner of Doubt, that the 
happy Moment was then arrived, when the Emperor at laſt thought 
fit to accept the Mediation offer'd by the Empire, the Honour of 
which your High Mightineſſes, and the King of Great Britain were 
invited to partake. One would have believed that this Circumſtance 
muſt have determined the Queen of Hungary to have accepted an In- 
terpoſition, which was ſo favourable for her by the good Offices of the 
two Powers addreſſed to by the Emperor. At the ſame Time what 
ought one to think of her rejecting a Method, fo conformable to thac 
which in ſuch a Conjuncture is preſcribed by the Laws and Conſt itu- 
tions of the Germanic Body ? And what Power ought we to regard 
as an Enemy to the Liberties of Europe, (a Name ſo worthy of Reſ- 
pect tho! ſo often abuſed) that which defired to ſee thoſe Laws execu- 
ted, or that which refuſed and oppoſed ir. Your High Mightinefles 
yourſelves, would never have left that Invitation of the Empire with- 
out an Anſwer, if you had not been reſtrained by the Embaraſſment, 
occaſioned by knowing how little this was agreeable to the Courts of 
Vienna and London, and how ill they reliſh'd-a Propoſal ſo very pro- 
per for putting a Stop to the preſent Troubles, and even for extin- 
guiſhing them, but at the ſame Time ſo contrary to their Views of 
extending and rendring them general. Cs. . 
The King my Maſter, in recalling his Armies out of Germany, 
when the Empire had offer'd her Mediation, and the Emperor had 
accepted it, has ſufficiently ſhewn how deſirous he was of ſeeing an 
End put to the War; but what Fruits has his Majeſty reap'd from 
this Deſire of his to give a Beginning to the Re- eſtabliſnment of Peace 
in the Empire? Occaſion was taken from thence to attribute all his Mo- 
tions roWeakneſs, to inſult the Frontiers of France, and even to attempt 
penetrating into the Heart of the Kingdom. What Thanks had his 
Majeſty for the Mark he'gave you of his Confidence, by offering to 
put into your Hands the Town of Dunkirk ? His Majeſty would moſt 
willingly have executed that Offer, from a Principle of never attempt- 
ing, but at the laſt Extremity, to re-eſtabliſh Fortifications capable 
of ſecuring that Town and it's Inhabitants againſt the Projects ſo 
loudly talk'd of by the Court of London. Did not it's Ambaſſador lay 
this down in the moſt formal Terms, when he avow'd in a publick 
Memorial to your High Mightinefles, the Deſign of reducing Dun- 
kirk toa Village of Fiſhermen. © FFF 
I His Majeſty has forgot nothing to reſtore if poſſible a Spirit of Peace; 
but all his Dematches for that Purpoſe, and all the Marks that he has 
iven of Forbearance and Moderation, have only ſerv'd to heighten 
the Pride of the Courts: of Vienna and London, and to render them 
aon | Nan ö T 1 f | more 
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more audacious in forming finiſter Projects againſt his Crown, and in 
breaking thro' all Rules, and even the common Forms of Decency ; 
Violations of Treaties, arbitrary ſeizing Veſſels, that were never reſ- 
rored ; the Infraction of a Neuttality, firſt begg'd, and then forgotten 
as ſoon as it was begg'd; the injurious Language of their Miniſters, 
the offenſive Expreſſions contain'd in every thing that fell from · their 
Pens, the Severity of the Court of Vienna towards the French Priſo- 
ners, contrary to all the Laws of War, and even to the expreſs Stipula- 
tions of the Cartel, the known and publick Efforts of the ſame Court 
and of that of London, to excite all Powers againſt France, the vaſt 
Projects ſorm'd againſt her, and trumpeted aloud throughout all Europe; 
their Attempts a the End of the laſt Campaign for attacking Alſace; 
their Declarations equally rath and void of all Senſe of Shame, which 
they cauſed to be ſcattered on the Frontiers of the Kingdom; ſo many 
pernicious Deſigns, and ſo many reiterated Offences, would not per- 
mit his Majeſty to defer declaring War againſt theſe two Powers. 
His Majeſty deſires to act openly, and will never take any Reſolu- 
tion that ir is not fit for him to avow; but then it ought not to be 
expected, that he ſhould neglect any of thoſe Means that War au- 
thoriſes. By what fingular Prerogative was it lawful for the King 
of Great-Britain to advance even to the very Frontiers of France, with a 
Deſign to attack them, while the King, my Maſter, was not at the 
ſame Liberty with regard to him? The Auxiliaries of the Queen of 
Hungary, have they any Right to form any Enterprizes 1 thoſe 
of the Emperor, which theſe have not an equal Right to form againſt 
thoſe of the Queen of Hungary. And who ought to be taxed with 
violating the Laws, which ſecure the Peace and Tranquility of Na- 
tions, ſuch as wantonly commence Hoſtilities againſt a State, whick 
had not declared War againſt any one Power, or that which only 
made Uſe of Repriſals ? 2 48 no is V2 39 VAC OWENS, 
The ſwelling Titles which the Court of London arrogates to itſelf 
are belyed by us whole Condutt; ſhe gives herſelf out every where 
for the Protector of the Freedom of Navigation, and ſurely nothing 
better becomes a King ſeated on the Throne of England; but does 
not the very contrary flow from the Execution of the Orders iſſued 
by the Court of London and its Miniſters, tending to extinguiſh that 
ſame Liberty, and including an open: Violation of all che Treaties 
into which the Britiſh Nation has entered for its Security. Your High | 
Mightineſſes know by your own proper Experience, that no Ship 
was ſafe from the Violences encouraged by the Miniſters at London. 
That Court, under Pretence of the Balance and Equilibrium of 
Power, would attribute to itſelf a univerſal Deſpotiſm; in order to 
exert what ſhe is pleaſed: to tall her Defence of the Liberties of Eu- 
rope, ſhe betrays thoſe of the Empire, which ſhe has always ſacrificed 
to the Intereſt of the Houſe of Auſtria, a Conduct ſtill leſs exculable 
| . | at 


Tr 
at this Day, becauſe the King of Great-Britain, as a Member of th 
Empire, is ſubject to its Laws and Conſtitutions, which it cannot break 
through, without riſking his Dignities and Dominions in Germany. 
She oppreſſes a Republick in Ttaly, merely becauſe its want of Power 
leaves her without any Apprehenſions from its Reſentment. She be- 
haved in like manner towards Sweden, when ſhe ſaw her over-borne 
by Enemies too powerful for her to reſiſt. Her particular Intereſt is 
at every Turn the common Cauſe; this is a fort of Phraſe play'd off 
upon all Occaſions; yet this pretended common Cauſe has no Relation 
to any but the two Courts of London and Vienna; and even the laſt 
would be excluded, if ſhe ſhould preſume to ſhew herſelf leſs docile 
than ſhe has hitherto done, to the Will and Pleaſure of the former. Her 
great Zeal for the Independance of other Powers, is wholly confined . 
to thoſe who will blindly devote themſelves to what is expected from 
them on the Part of that of London, and ſubjecting itſelf ro ſecond 
all her Projects; Enemy to all Courts, where ſhe has not the firſt 


and principal Influence, and which ſhe neglects nothing to procure. 
The actual Conſtitution of your Republick is not, perhaps, ſuch a one 
as agrees beſt with the Views and ſecret Deſigns of the King of Great- 
Britain. Vou know very well, High and Mighty Lords, how many Efforts 
they have made to inſpire your High Mightineſſes with that Animoſi- 
ty, Which che Adminiſtration of London and Hanover bears to France; 
and not being able to determine thereto, they have been forced to 
change their Syſtem into engaging you Step by Step, in taking ſuch 
Meaſures as muſt, by degrees, oblige you to adopt, even in ſpight of 
vourſelves, thoſe Projects which they durſt not diſcloſe to you in their 
whole Extent, from the Certainty they had that your Wiſdom and 
Prudence would have obliged you to reject them. It may be there 
are others ſtill more deep, to which this violent Hatred againſt 
Ne may be the Veil only which ſerves to cover the Motives, and 
which may more than one Way tend to overturn the interior Con- 
ſtitution of your State; but I will nor pretend to fathom that Matter, 
with reſpect to which you ought to know better, and to be more 
ſenfible than I, what you have to fear. The Annals of your Repub- 
lick ſufficiently point out what it does not belong to me to recall to 
your Minds, „„ ie F% 
Wich reſpe& to the Part my Maſter takes, and which he takes 
with very great Regret, he would till continue to puſh his Regard 
for your High Mightineſſes, and for the Countries in their Neigh- 
bourhood, ſo far as to avoid attacking the Queen of Hungary in her 
Poſſeſſions in the Low Cauntries; but what Means is there left for 
his Majeſty to avoid it? How can he otherwiſe than by preventing 
his Enemies, ſecure himſelf from their practiſing the like, which 
they would not be ſlow in doing, in order to deprive him of his pro- 
per Frontiers, in thoſe very Low Countries which he would reſpect ? 


The 
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The puiſſant Forces that are drawn thither from the other Side of che 
Rhine, are they not the ſame that compoſed the combined Army 
which had to this Day been employ'd, in Conjunction with the Hun- 
garian Soldiery, in deſolating Alſace and Lorrain, if they could ha ve 
per fected their Project of penetrating into thoſe Countries ? Could 
the King poſſibly ſee this Army extending itſelf along his Frontiers in 
the Netherlands, without making uſe of the Means which God has 
put into his Hands to ſecure them from being thus torn away, by 
putting himſelf firſt into the Field? Could your High Mightineſſes, 
with any Colour of Juſtice, expect that his Majeſty would forbear 
attacking his Enemies on that Side, where he had himſelf no ſort of 
Security that he ſhould not be attacked? The Perſwaſion that it is 
conſtantly the Intereſt of your High Mightineſſes to preſerve and 
maintain the Repoſe of your Neighbourhood, could it ſer. you ar 
Reſt with regard to the contrary Views on the Part of thoſe who 
have fo publickly and conſtantly ſhewn, that they wiſh nothing fo, 
much as to render theſe Troubles general? Were not your High 
Mightineſſes the firſt that took Alarm at the tranſporting Engliſs 
Troops into the Low Countries? Did you not yourſelyes declare the 
Juſt Diffidence you had conceived, by teſtifying. in your Anſwer of 
g9 May, 1742. to the Memorial of the Earl of Stair and Mr. Trevor, 
Your Surpriſe and Concern that they ſhould actually proceed to the tranſ- 
porting thoſe Troops without giving you the leaſt Notice of it? Howe- 
ver, was it not the Paſſage of theſe ſame Troops, which by a ſucceſſive 
Progreſſion has drawn your High Mightineſſes to join at laſt a De- 
tachment of yours, to theſe very Forces, when they were actually in 
Motion to act in a hoſtile manner againſt his Majeſty, and to favour 
the Invaſion of Alſace? i 191 ö 

His Majeſty muſt be under a Neceflity of committing Violence on 

himſelf, if he ſhould reſolve to ſuſpect of Artifice the Reſolution of 

19 December, 1741. which their High Mightineſſes has cauſed to be 
communicated to him by their Ambaſſador in France, at the ſame 
Time that it was delivered to me at the Hague. Your High 
Mightineſſes declare therein, that it was true you had for ſome Time 
augmented your Troops ; but that this Augmentation, and- thoſe you 
might hereafter make, ought not to give Umbrage to any body, and 
till leaft of all to France, becauſe they had no "other Object whatſoever 
than your own Security and Defence, &c. 

This Declaration ſo formal did not hinder, - that when "theſe Aug- 
mentations of your Troops were once made, they afterwards facili- 
rated the Succeſs of thoſe Inſtances that were made to you, to grant 
a Body of 20,000 Auxiliaries, for the Service of the Queen of Hun- 
gary; and that thoſe to whoſe Diſpoſition they were entruſted, deſtin'd 

them to no leſs Purpoſe, than bearing a Part with them in the Inva- 

fon of Al/ace and Lorram. © ane es 1 
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In theſe Circumſtances, was it poſſible for the King to truſt his Se- | 


eurity to your Perſeverance, and Meafures which the very Conſtitu- 
tion of your Government render'd liable to Alteration, even in ſome 
Meaſure againft your Will? But at the ſame Time, that his Majeſty 
reſolved nor to let himſelf be prevented in the Low-Countries, but 
to go there firſt in Search of his Enemy, he was reſolved to behave 


fo frankly towards your High Mightineſſes, as to give you thereby 


a new Proof of his Candour. He ordered me therefore to repair to 
you to make you acquainred with the Reſolution he had taken, 
and which he is now on the Point of executing. 
I had Orders at the ſame Time, High and Mighty Lords, to de- 
elare to you, whatever Part the King took in Conſequence of his be- 
ing forc'd to take it, he had no other View than to ſurmount by the 
Vigour of his Arms, the Inflexibility of the Two Courts Enemies to 
Peace, who never ceaſe to oppoſe whatever has a Tendency to re- eſ- 
tabliſh the Publick Tranquillity. oh 

The Satisfaction of his Majeſty will be very great, if on the Ao- 
count which I ſhall give him on my Return from your High Mighti- 
neſſes, he ſhall find the ſame Diſpoſition on your Part, which there 


always will be on his to make all Things tend to the ſingle End of 


vanquiſhing the Obſtacles to a general Pacification, and co advance 
the great Work on a Footing equally ſolid and equitable for all. This 
is the ſingle Object his Majeſty propoſes in all he is going to undec- 
take. 5 

High and Mighty Lords, in receiving the Orders of the King my 
Maſter, which I am come to execute, I felt the warmeſt Senſe of my 
good Fortune to appear once again before your High Mightineſſes; 
it will however be but of a very ſhort Duration; the Honour I have of 


being named one of the Lieut. Generals of his Majeſty's Army, which 


is to act in the Low Countries, will not permit me to defer going to 
execute the Functions of that Poſt. | 
MOIST 235 Sign'd, the Marquis de Fenelon. 


All the Anſwer the Preſident gave was this, 


My Lord Ambaſſador, 


WE will immediately deliberate upon your Speech, and will give you an 
Anſwer as ſoon as poſſible. 4 00 58 

- The Ambaſlador having according to Cuſtom deliver'd his Speech 
in Writing, one of the Members of the Aſſembly gave it back again, 
telling him it was not ſigned; to which the Ambaſſador taking the 
Pen anſwer'd, I will fign it with all my Heart, and as a Proof of my 
Candour and  Frankneſs, I would even fign it willingly with my Blood; 

to which it was replied, it will be ſufficient to fign it in Ink. | 
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